
Racial Justice 
Resource for 
those who work 
with children and 
young people



The CYF (Children, Young people, 
and Families) Round Table is made 
up of people from around our 
Baptist family, who have a regional 
or association responsibility in these 
areas. All of these leaders have 
experience, training and a passion for 
working with children, young people 
and families. For further information 
visit www.baptist.org.uk/cyf 

Joining the dots between
church, home and community



Introduction
Welcome to this resource created 
by the Children, Young People 
and Families Round Table. It aims 
to speak positively into the racial 
justice issues which were illustrated 
so clearly during 2020 following the 
death of George Floyd. Through 
history, reflection and questioning 
we hope to create space that will 
open new avenues for conversation.

Contents
 
Black and Brown people: a walk through history
How many influential people of colour and societies do you 
know about? These pages provide important places to start.

Resources
Films, books, YouTube clips and websites to help you reflect

Questions
What are the experiences and who are the voices that are 
informing your thinking regarding racial justice?

Space to Encounter God
Bible study, reflection, prayers

Conclusion
What is your next step? What are the words that you need  
to speak? 



Black and Brown people - early history





Black and Brown historical figures



Black and Brown historical figures



Black and Brown historical figures - continued



Black and Brown historical figures - continued

What have you learnt? 

Has the way you think about black and brown 
people changed? 

How can you make a difference? 

Reflecting on Black History
Since 1966 in the comics, and from 2016 in the recent Marvel 
films, the African nation called Wakanda has been depicted as 
an advanced country. It helped show black and brown people 
and their heritage in a positive way. Many white people who live 
in Western countries often think of African countries as poor, 
underdeveloped and in need of help. It is also thought that before 
these countries had help from white people, they were very 
primitive people. 

Looking at three historical examples shows this is not true:
 



Films to watch
Films are a very good way to reflect on issues and from a racial 
justice perspective these are well worth watching. Note the film 
age rating beside each title.

Hidden Figures (PG)
The story of a team of female African-American
mathematicians who served a vital role in
NASA during the early years of the US
space program.
 
 
Black or White (12)
A grieving widower is drawn into a custody
battle over his granddaughter, whom he helped
raise her entire life.

 
The Same Kind of Different As Me (12)
International art dealer Ron Hall must befriend
a dangerous homeless man in order to save
his struggling marriage to his wife, a woman
whose dreams will lead all three of them on the
journey of their lives.

I Am Not Your Negro (12A)
Writer James Baldwin tells the story of race
in modern America with his unfinished novel,
Remember This House.

 
American Son (15)
An estranged couple reunite in a Florida
police station to help find their missing
teenage son.



13th - Netflix (15:
An ‘intersection of race, justice, and mass incarceration 
in the United States’, first released in 2016. 

 
When They See Us - Netflix (15)
Based on true events in 1989 this film explores 
the lives and families of the five male suspects 
who were falsely accused then prosecuted on 
charges related to the rape and assault of a 
woman in Central Park.

Just Mercy - Sky Movies/NowTV/Virgin Movies/Amazon (12)
The true story of lawyer Bryan Stevenson and his
battle for justice in Alabama, defending those
wrongly condemned of crime on death row. 

 
 
BlacKkKlansman - Sky Movies/Amazon/NowTV/Netflix (15)
Based on the 2014 memoir Black Klansman by Ron Stallworth, 
and set in the 1970s, this follows the first
African-American detective in the city police as
he sets out to infiltrate and expose the local
Ku Klux Klan chapter.



Books to read
There are many books available that can help us all begin the process of 
educating ourselves regarding race and the injustices and inequalities that are 
faced by black and brown people. If you don’t know where to begin then this 
link will lead you to a comprehensive list www.baptist.org.uk/rjbooks. Top 
choices to start with are: We need to talk about Race - Ben Lindsey and Dear 
White Christians - Jennifer Harvey.

What books might you read? Where are the spaces and people that can help 
you reflect on what you’ve read? 

There is also opportunity for us to engage with the world of the child and the 
books that they’re reading either at school or at home. There are plenty out 
there and this is just a very small selection.

Whose Toes Are Those? 
Age: 0-3 
Author: Jabari Asim
Illustrator: LeUyen Pham

So Much
Age: 3-5
Author: Trish Cooke
Illustrator: Helen Oxenbury

Riley Can Be Anything
Age: 5-7 
Author: Davina Hamilton
Illustrator: Elena Reinoso

Sulwe
Age: 5-8
Author: Lupita Nyong’o
Illustrator: Vashti Harrison



This could be a chance to look through the books that are in the 
crèche or toddler groups to make sure that the pictures include a 

range of skin tones and that the stories celebrate the diversity that 
there is in God’s creation.  Some of these books might be being read 

by the children and young people at school. How can we help them 
begin to bring their faith into those discussions and vice versa?   

This Book is Anti-Racist 
Age: 9+
Author: Tiffany Jewell
Illustrator: Aurelia Durand 

The Crossover
Age: 9+
Author: Kwame Alexander

Noughts & Crosses 
Age: 11+
Author: Malorie Blackman

Orangeboy
Age: 13+
Author: Patrice Lawrence

Biased 
Age: 16+
Author: Jennifer Eberhardt

Why I’m No longer Talking
to White People About Race
Age: 16+
Author: Reni Eddo-Lodge 



Resources to engage with
There are many creative and informative ways which can inform 
your thinking and ministry around racial justice. Outlined below 
are particularly helpful resources which can be used personally 
and with groups of young people.
 

Wonderful Youth 
Wonderful Youth enables young people of colour to 
read the Bible through their cultural and theological 
lenses. It is also an opportunity to broaden the 
horizons of young white people who might only 
be familiar with their own cultural lens. There are 
currently three editions which can be found here 
https://www.baptist.org.uk/wonderfulyouth
 

Picturing Jesus: Fresh ideas  
These pictures tell gospel stories from Bethlehem 
to the resurrection. Taken from five continents, the 
images are supported with full teacher’s notes, black 
and white line drawings, ideas for classroom learning 
across the age range, links to syllabuses and copiable 
materials for the classroom.  
https://shop.retoday.org.uk/9781905893195
 

Jesus Mafa
Vie de Jesus Mafa (Life of Jesus Mafa) was an 
initiative undertaken in the 1970s to help teach 
the gospel in Northern Cameroon. French Catholic 
missionary François Vidil worked with Mafa Christian 
communities in Cameroon to create an enormous 
catalogue of paintings depicting the life of Jesus as 
an African man. Now available to use free of charge 
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/ and search ‘Jesus Mafa’
 

Parenting for Faith 
How can we talk to our children and teens about 
injustice? Parenting for Faith wanted to make their 
contribution to this discussion by helping families of 
all experiences, shapes and ethnicities explore what 
God says through scripture about injustice, whether 
it’s racial, ethnic, social, gender or any other
https://parentingforfaith.org/post/injustice 



Talking to your kids about racism
Conversations about racism and discrimination will 
look different for each family. While there is no 
‘one-size-fits-all’ approach, the science is clear: 
the earlier parents start the conversation with their 
children the better.
https://www.unicef.org/parenting/talking-to-your-
kids-about-racism

Uncomfortable conversations with a black man 
Emmanuel Acho sits down to have an ‘uncomfortable 
conversation’ with white America, in order to educate 
and inform on racism, system racism, social injustice, 
rioting and the hurt African Americans are feeling today.
https://youtu.be/h8jUA7JBkF4 

Check your blind spot – Joshua Luke Smith 
Joshua Luke Smith says ‘I wrote this poem because 
something has to change. For too long I’ve lived with 
an ignorance towards matters of race and privilege, 
not realising what I don’t know impacts people around 
me as much as what I do’.  
https://youtu.be/5f4b3In7A4c  

Baptists Together Website 
The racial justice area of the Baptists Together 
website is an excellent starting point for a deeper 
dive into further resources including Just Aware, 
Journeying to Justice, Multicultural Church, Racial 
Justice Blogs, Sam Sharpe Project, webinars and the 
Racial Justice Advocacy Forum. 
https://www.baptist.org.uk/racialjustice



Questions to Ask
What are the experiences and who are the voices that are 
informing your thinking regarding racial justice? How can you 
make it an integrated aspect of your ministry? 
 

Are there families or young 
black or brown people 
that want to share their 
experiences with the youth 
group? (They might not, 
and that’s fine too!) How 
might you help the young 
people or older children 
reflect on what they have 
heard or experienced 
themselves?  

How many times has a black or 
brown person preached in your 
church? If ‘rarely’, then take this 
opportunity to challenge the status 
quo by suggesting that the visiting 
preaching slots are used by 
under-represented groups. It is 
important for people to see people 
like themselves in the different roles 
at church, otherwise there is an 
unconscious assumption that some 
roles are for white people, some 
roles are for women, etc. 

Are there YouTube clips 
that the young people are 
watching that have helped 
them with their thinking? 
Engage with the voices 
that they are listening to, 
however raw the language 
might be. Conversely, are 
they listening to voices 
that need challenging?  



  

Is there diversity 
represented on 
your team? Who are 
the voices that are 
missing? How might 
they be included 
going forward? 

Take this opportunity to 
stop and look at your 
ministry through the lens 
of racial justice. In the 
crèche, do the toys and 
books represent a diverse 
expression of childhood 
and family life? Are the images and clips 

that are used representative 
of a range of ethnicities? 
In preparing to facilitate a 
session or do a talk, do you 
only use commentaries or 
other books that are written 
by those who are white? 

Are there cultural 
behaviours that are 
preventing some from 
finding their voice or 
feeling that they are part 
of the church family?



Take some time to read the passage slowly. 
Is there a word or sentence that stands out for you? 
How does it make you feel?  
What does it reveal to you about God? 
What does it reveal to you about yourself? 

Quit your worship charades. 
    I can’t stand your trivial religious games: 
Monthly conferences, weekly Sabbaths, special 
meetings— 
    meetings, meetings, meetings—I can’t stand 
one more! 
Meetings for this, meetings for that. I hate them! 
    You’ve worn me out! 
I’m sick of your religion, religion, religion, 
    while you go right on sinning. 
When you put on your next prayer-performance, 
    I’ll be looking the other way. 
No matter how long or loud or often you pray, 
    I’ll not be listening. 

And do you know why? Because you’ve been 
tearing people to pieces, and your hands are 
bloody. 
Go home and wash up. 
    Clean up your act. 
Sweep your lives clean of your evildoings 
    so I don’t have to look at them any longer. 
Say no to wrong. 
    Learn to do good. 
Work for justice. 
    Help the down-and-out. 
Stand up for the homeless. 
    Go to bat for the defenseless. 
Isaiah 1: 13-17 (The Message)



Take some time to look at the image.  

What do you notice? 

How does it make you feel? 

Where do you notice God in this image? 

Is there anywhere where God feels absent or silent? 



Prayers
Amie Buhari (member of the CYF Round Table and Director of the 
Hebe Foundation) asked us not to remain silent. All voices are 
welcomed and needed in challenging the structures that exclude and 
silence the voices of our black and brown brothers and sisters. In light 
of this, members of the CYF Round Table were encouraged to add 
their voice through prayers of lament and petition. Here are some of 
our prayers - what would your prayer be? 

Voice 
God your voice has power 
Where there was chaos your voice created diverse beauty  
God your voice has power
Where there was no hope you spoke promises and gave hope 
God your voice became flesh and showed us freedom 
Our voice has power may we use it to challenge, may our voice bring about 
change, may our voice make a difference. 
Our voice needs to become flesh… may our presence bring freedom and hope. 

Silence 
For the times when our silence has colluded with the structures that oppress - 
we are sorry. 
For when our voice has silenced others - we are sorry.  
Instead may our voice choose silence so that another voice may be heard. 
May our silence be a place of stillness with God so that our hearts, minds and 
bodies are ready for action. 
And may our voice join with others in the cries for justice. 

May you have the space to feel all that you need to feel. 
May you have the company of friends and family where you can just be. 
As you journey through times of light and shade, 
may you encounter the love of the One that knows you and all that you need. 

Lord I ask for your forgiveness that it has taken me  
so long to understand my place of privilege,  
given to me by luck of the place of my birth. 
I recognise my privilege to have been born in to freedom.  
God help me to use it to fight for justice to stand up for those  
who don’t have a voice or who are tired of speaking. 
Give me courage to choose to speak up and not be a bystander. 
Open my eyes and ears to see what goes on around me to re-learn our history. 
I choose not be implicit by my silence. 
Lord I offer my hands, feet and voice to stand for justice 
Amen 



God says – “I see you” 
I see your pain 
I see your suffering 
I see your history 
I see who you are meant to be 
I see all your potential 
I see all your unspoken longings 
I see you as equal 
I see you as my child 
I see you created in my image 
God says – “I see you” 

Lord of Heaven and Earth, Creator of us all. 
We are all made in your image yet when I remain silent, when I am afraid, 
when I feel awkward, I do not see, 
I do not listen and I do not say. 
Lord forgive me for my part in racial injustice. 
Where I feel shame, may you bring boldness to speak out. 
Where I feel awkward, may you show me how to hold injustice up to the light. 
When my friends are weary, open my mouth.  
When my friends are persecuted, stand me up. 
Lord continue to open my eyes to see. 
Amen 



Conclusion
This resource was only ever meant to be a conversation starter. 
A way of encouraging us to start talking and listening to the 
young people that we work with. A way of helping children 
celebrate their wonderful diversity. A way of supporting families 
in having these vital conversations. Finally, we hope it has been 
an opportunity for you to stop, to ponder and wonder what 
might be and the part you can play. 

What is your next step? What are the words that you need to 
speak? How will you continue to change the culture so that it 
reflects God’s kingdom more closely? How will you engage with 
racial justice so that it remains part of your church’s mission? 
The one thing we can’t do is nothing. 

  

May you give away power so that another can use theirs 
May you know when to be silent so that another voice can be heard 
May you be willing to change so that another can find their place of belonging 
And may you know God’s presence as you pursue justice in all that you do 
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